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Lifestylef

Clock wise from top lefi: Joyee
Dow ning Pickens stands in one

of the LA spaces she designed:
vintage painting serves as the focal
pointof this kitchen designed by
Pickens: the designer loves vintage
art, like this picce adorning the
wall in this bedroom.

to actend design school, Pickens found

PICKENS' TOP TIPS

1. What advice would you give
somconc choosing art for their
home? Look for softer carth-toned
}tl k‘r((’\' '."‘K{ \'inn]ll:k' p‘.lin[lngx‘ or
modern arrists thar use the same
prim‘i}\lm as vingage arcists in their

brushstrokes and color paletees.

2. What's onc thing thac must
always be considered in the
curation process? Think about

size and scale.

3. The once thing you should never
do when sclecting picces? Don't
think of arc singularly. It can rarely
just be placed in a room successfully
with litele to no thoughe of how the

design works as a whole.

4. Best places to find good

artwork? Vinea

ant I(ILIC mares

and local are fairs

5. If you could only give one
sentence of advice for finding
artwork what would it be? Go old.

plenty of collaboration berween the

client and me in order to land on a final

herselfworking at Nathan Turner's shop on
Meclrose. “When [ left, | wasn't sure wha | picce.” shares Pickens, who cites AE.U.

wanted to do,” she seares, “bur friends hired Studio, Carly Kohn and Isabella Innis

PROFILE

ARTIS T
CENSE

When it comes to interiors, dcsig ner

Joyce Downing Pickens lets art guide the way.

BY CLAIRE HARPER

ovee Downing Pickens was born wich artistic tendencics. Ie
didn't hure cha the LA -based dcm:;nvr's father encou 1';1:;&11
this passion for creativity. “I have always loved are and
anyching creative.” says Pickens. “As a child, my dad had a
n k‘ [I] at h(.' wias ll;l}‘l‘,\. w tillll '.lnr\'th”‘; wewa n[ft{ as long
as it was creative. If we wanted a toy, that was onus, bue if we wanted an

art l\'l[. h(‘.d hll\' it IK <u I[l\':\((.‘l{ a \'C!’}' creanve ClllL“]O\\d.“ .\'I]C KIV\'.\'A

Flash forward to now, and art is everywhere in the Angekeno’s

life—especially in her professional ventures. After movingro LA.

me to help them wich their spaces and it
snowballed from chere.”

Now one of the area’s top interior
designers and owner of [DP Interiors
(jdpinteriorscom), Pickens knows a thing
or two about finding the righe arework ©
complement her spaces, which are known
to blend new and old-world aescherics.

“Everything in a room should work in

u\lu‘smnf' d’ll’ .\':l_\')‘. “Art Shﬂll L{ ll' somct hmg

[hll( t‘l'(']\' lll\'l.' 1t 21({({.\' toa m{ u\mpk'mc nes

the design.” Bur when it comes to picking

(h(.' }\‘ rfccr }"N.'C(.‘. ir'’s cvrr-.nn|\‘ nota sm_-;u I:lr

cffore. “Art is so personal. It usually eakes

as some of her favorite local arcises, and
The Agoura Antique Mare as her guiley
pleasure. “Going up there o find old
paintings is my favorite thing”

When Pickens isn't busy
transforming spaces witch her signacure
bold, timeless and texeural design
aesthetic, you can find her eapping into
another passion. “| have an casel in che
living room and love to paint. I am not
trained and haven't created anything |
would be willing to share vee, bue | find
it so cachardc,” she shares. We have a

fecling she's juse being modest!

CLOCKWISE FROM TOPLEFT. PHOTOS BY: AMY BAKTLAM: BESS FRIDAY:AMY BARTLAM



